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Septeober 9, L982

Boord/Chorles R. H€nderson, Choirmon'John L. Bell 'E. Steele Mclntyre'br/ord T' Beck
Robert R. Notmon. Morgoret R. Bird'Herm Olsen

on equol opportunity emplcryer . pleose recycle poper

lGno to E[].e:

RE: Fleld Totrr/Phone Conrrersation
Westetm Ctay 0qarry
T.{nPggsne l-{ire
Bentonite Plt

H,ffi',*
on a€ust 2, L982, Tm hr.Ele fr@ the Dlvlslon v181ted the above

srtloned operations. Iib wes accqanied by Tm Robison, General l{anagen for
I'Iester:n Ctajr.

The lirestone pit was tq.med first. The area can be seen fro'rn higfmay 89

€bgtft flve rnlles nolth of Saltnn. Edstlng plts, active n{ning areas and
proposed nining areaa uere vLetrred. qffien- operatlors are adr,rarrciog to ttf
;rorttr (dcnm af[;. Soil (approdnately one foot depth) is stripped and pusned
to ttre-side while overhnrten ls drllled ard blasted to get to the Elagstatf
Liresto|lre. ILregtone ls transpor*ea to Anrora for processing and shipent. A
recent fire at tbe plant has resulted tn a decrease in prodrrctior.

frazing (stEep) occurs tn the plt area ln sprlng. Iblnant plant specles
trrclude salttnrshr-ctreat gr€raa, horiebnrsh, rabbitb'nrsh ard big sage. The

operator eryloys betren L5 and 25 persons.

The bentorrite pit is Located tibrEh of Redmond. i'{fning occr-ured here ln
ttte L940ts and several @ant plts are visible in prurinity to the current
ooeratiqrs. !tE. For-t1e inforned Mrn Roblson ttrat it wotrld be prudent to
dtrt'.ent these past distnrbances. SolL ls stoclglled to the norttr of the
gllr'rent disturtarrce. A natural iryqrndneot collects distu$ed area runoff ad
ls ptryed to the Irest. Soil depttr-varj.es fnon six to eight indtes ln general
to rp to ttrree feet in s@ of the draineges.

Species obserrrcd in thls locatlon tncluded Irdj€n rlcegrase, snnd
dropseed, clreatgrass, greaae ltood, ard pepperrreed
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On Septe$er 8, ltr. For{le spoke^ rrlth l&. 
-Robl-soa 

.zgardlqg tFe statr'rs of
tle penL't q'plicaifon. Arr bet 

"-f 
Ery and SCS mrcseotatfite hs\re beeo

e'llsred. TE old pll; h^le GA ptioo".,mtea. -Mr. Robls@ tuttcsted that
Gjppll"":t- 

"ttcifa-Ue 
rcady foi stftd.seton by late Septeober'

ffioohoffi,#r-
cc: Joln Blalre, Ids

$re r.l'rer, G{
. T@ Tetttrgr GM
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